
336,200
Restaurant and foodservice jobs 
in Tennessee in 2020 = 11% of 

employment in the state

 Support the Industry that serves us all. We need Congress to provide  
the industry with relief — now! Text RECOVERY to 52886

Tennessee COVID-19  
Restaurant Impact Snapshot

12,086
Eating and drinking place  

locations in Tennessee in 2019

$15.1 billion
Estimated sales in Tennessee 

restaurants in 2019

Restaurant Industry THEN  
(March 1, 2020)

*Source: National Restaurant 
Association, national survey of 
more than 6,500 restaurant 
operators conducted April 10-16

Restaurant Industry NOW  
(April 16, 2020)

BETWEEN MARCH 1 - APRIL 16* 

50%
 of operators temporarily  

closed their restaurant 

91%
of operators who laid off or 

furloughed employees

BETWEEN MARCH 1 - APRIL 16* 

$1 billion
Restaurant sales lost in April 
due to COVID-19 outbreak

198,000
restaurant employees laid  

off or furloughed since  
COVID-19 outbreak



For more information contact Matt Walker: mwalker@ restaurant. org

Restaurant.org/Covid19

“Our favorite local Memphis 
restaurants have either closed or 
are only able to offer curbside 
pickups. These places have been 
part of our lives and our routine 
as a married couple in 
Memphis for over 15 
years and they are like 
family. Please help these 
workers any way you can 
— THEY MATTER!” 

Restaurant customer,  
Memphis

“My family’s income 
relies 100% on the 
restaurant industry. I 
have been without a job 
for almost a week now and we 
don’t know when we will get back 
to work. The dining rooms are 
closing today and my husband is 
a chef who may also be without a 
job soon.”

Restaurant employee,  

Murfreesboro  

“We have shut down four restaurant/
bars with over 100 staff to help in 
stopping the spread of coronavirus. 
That’s 100 people with no income and 
four businesses on the town square 

of downtown Knoxville, 
Tennessee that will 
bankrupt soon without 
help.”

Restaurant operator,  

Knoxville

“We have had to close 
our three restaurants 
because of lack of 
revenue. I am having to 
lay off ALL of my team 

members, over 120 people, because we 
can’t afford beyond the next payroll. 
This may force our company with three 
locations into bankruptcy. Please act 
now!”

Restaurant operator,  
Nashville

2,415+ 

messages sent to 
Sens. Alexander  
and Blackburn  

to support  
restaurants

TENNESSEE  
COVID-19 Restaurant  

Impact Snapshot


