
 Support the Industry that serves us all. We need Congress to provide  
the industry with relief — now! Text RECOVERY to 52886

Mississippi COVID-19  
Restaurant Impact Snapshot

Restaurant Industry THEN  
(March 1, 2020)

*Source: National Restaurant 
Association, national survey of more 
than 6,500 restaurant operators 
conducted April 10-16

$5.5 billion
Estimated sales in Mississippi 

restaurants in 2019

4,906
Eating and drinking place  

locations in Mississippi in 2019

122,100
Restaurant and foodservice jobs 
in Mississippi in 2020 = 10% of 

employment in the state

Restaurant Industry NOW  
(April 16, 2020)

BETWEEN MARCH 1 - APRIL 16* 

36%
 of operators temporarily  

closed their restaurant 

80%
of operators who laid off or 

furloughed employees

BETWEEN MARCH 1 - APRIL 16* 

$340 million
Restaurant sales lost in April 
due to COVID-19 outbreak

55,000
restaurant employees laid  

off or furloughed since  
COVID-19 outbreak



For more information contact Matt Walker: mwalker@ restaurant. org

Restaurant.org/Covid19

“I have worked in the same restau-

rant for 16 years. We are not a huge 

corporate restaurant, but a mom 

and pop in Mississippi. None of us 

have any money com-

ing in and we don’t 

know when our next 

check will come or if it 

even will. Please help 

us. We are all terrified 

and need our leaders to 

help.”

Restaurant employee,  
Brandon

“We have approximately 800 em-

ployees and our sales are down 

over 50%. We are about to have 

to lay off at least half of them and 

maybe more in the future.”

Restaurant operator,  
Tupelo 

“We have had to lay off 250 em-

ployees due to mandated drive 

thru/pickup only and have seen a 

drop in sales of 90%. Consumer 

confidence has 

dropped and many 

customers have 

stopped eating out 

through drive thru/

pickup options.”

Restaurant operator,  
Natchez

“We are having to 

close 15 restaurants employing 1150 

employees. Business interruption 

does not cover this and all employ-

ees are not being paid.”

Restaurant operator,  
Jackson 

 1,130+ 

messages sent to 
Sens. Wicker  

and Hyde-Smith  
to support  
restaurants

MISSISSIPPI  
COVID-19 Restaurant  

Impact Snapshot


