
 Support the Industry that serves us all. We need Congress to provide  
the industry with relief — now! Text RECOVERY to 52886

Delaware COVID-19  
Restaurant Impact Snapshot

Restaurant Industry THEN  
(March 1, 2020)

$2.5 billion
Estimated sales in Delaware’s 

restaurants in 2019

2,042
Eating and drinking place  

locations in Delaware in 2019

50,800
Restaurant and foodservice jobs 

in Delaware in 2020 = 11% of 
employment in the state

*Source: National Restaurant 
Association, national survey of more 
than 6,500 restaurant operators 
conducted April 10-16

Restaurant Industry NOW  
(April 16, 2020)

BETWEEN MARCH 1 - APRIL 16* 

45%
 of operators temporarily  

closed their restaurant 

90%
of operators who laid off or 

furloughed employees

BETWEEN MARCH 1 - APRIL 16* 

$160 million
Restaurant sales lost in April 
due to COVID-19 outbreak

27,000
restaurant employees laid  

off or furloughed since  
COVID-19 outbreak



For more information contact Matt Walker: mwalker@ restaurant. org

Restaurant.org/Covid19

“I am a Pastry Chef at a popular 

restaurant that had to close due to 

the virus.  As of now I do not know 

when or even if I will 

be able to return to my 

work.” 

Restaurant employee,  
Newark

“It is devastating. I 

laid off 23 employees 

and I never laid off 

an employee before 

this. I hope to save my 

restaurant. Huge emotional impact, 

they were my family. We live to 

serve people food.”

Restaurant operator,  
Ocean View 

“As the owner of 2 restaurants in 

Delaware I have had to tell 75 peo-

ple that they no longer have a job 

to go to. We have been 

forced to shut down 

and are not set up to 

adequately do take-

out. I am in the process 

of adding a lien to my 

home to cover my cur-

rent restaurant bills. 

Please help.”
Restaurant operator,  

Hockessin

“We are at least 90% down on sales 

and had to let our 6 employees go 

for the next month or two. We will 

not be able to stay in business if 

we do not get immediate assistance 

soon.”
Restaurant operator,  

Newark 

 460+ 

messages sent to 
Sens. Carper  
and Coons  
to support  
restaurants
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